2	MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM
Experimenting with hysterical and diseased
patients is at once to be deprecated in the strongest
possible langhage. Experiments should not be in-
dulged which are not essentially curative and
normally elevating in character. This is not done, I
am sorry to say. The gratification of idle and
pedantic curiosity, in the operations of these modern
Hypnotists, appears to me to be the predominating
motive, the CURATIVE, being left to the accidental
provings.
1 look to the honour and common sense ol the
Faculty as a whole to put down any such attempts
here. I rejoice to note the fact that much of the
continental practice is impossible here, owing to the
stamina or difference in the constitutions and mental
capacity of the people at home compared with those
abroad.
The following extract from the Paris letter of
The British Medical Journal, January 1, 1887, will
be interesting to read in connection with the fore-
going structures:—
Mr, Jules Voisin has made two highly interesting
experiments, at Salpetriere Hospital, on hysterical
patients on whom he studied the action of telepathic
remedies (medicamentia distance), such as metals
and the magnet. He explained the phenomenon of
various changes of personality presented toy one of
his patients, M. V. the same individual who was
experimented on by MM. Bourru and Butot (See
Congress of Grenoble, 1885, and Societe de Biolegic,
1885). M. Voisin's experiments Were made with
corked and sealed phials of an opaque colour. He
was himself ignorant of the contents of these phials,
and was careful not to utter a word in the patient's
presence. He threw the subject into a lethargic,
somnolent and cataleptic state, but obtained no result
under these conditions. When M. Voisin made his
experiments on any patient in a waking state, the
latter immediately fell into a hypnotic state, and
exhibited symptoms of disturbance, nausea and
vomiting. If the name of a drug, of which the effects

